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HANDBELLS 

On Sunday morning, Dec. 7th, both Bethany handbell choirs will 
participate in our worship service.  The beauty of their music will 
help us begin to focus on the sheer beauty of the love of God, 
which is expressed in the sending of His Son.   

THE CRADLE THAT ROCKED THE WORLD 
On Sunday morning, Dec. 14th, the Impact Worship Choir will be 
singing “The Cradle that Rocked the World,” a modern, energetic, 
and soulful Christmas musical.  We will also participate in the nor-
mal and traditional elements of our Sunday morning service, in-
cluding carols and communion.  This day will focus on the meaning 
of the season and the significance of the Christ Child for each of us 
personally. 

CHILDREN’S CHOIR SUNDAY 
On Sunday morning, Dec. 21st, our children’s choir, directed by 
Cheryl Hardacre, will participate in our worship.   The children will 
bring us joy and remind us how important it is to view Christmas 
from a child’s eyes. 

CHRISTMAS EVE 
On Wednesday evening, Dec. 24th, at 7:00 p.m., we will have our 
traditional family-inclusive Christmas Eve celebration.   We will 
have many carols and a special time for children.  In case you have 
never been able to attend before, we hope you can come and ex-
perience Christmas Eve with us.  This service is always one of the 
highlights of our worship year at Bethany. 

Be one of the first to sign up for round two of Finan-
cial Peace University. The first class consisted of fif-

teen families, who are now on their way 
to financial freedom. FPU will start on 
Tuesday, January 20th. This thirteen 
week class will run from 6:30-8:30 p.m. 
every Tuesday. Childcare will be pro-
vided. Sign up in the atrium on Sunday. 
For questions or further information 
please contact Ashley Walters 778.7449 
or Doug Baim 759.5000. 



I 
t has been a long time since Jesus’ birth.   We know Jesus is eternal.  He has always been and will always 
be, so I am speaking about His coming or what we call Christmas.   It has been over 2,000 years.   That is 
a long time or so it seems from our perspective.  However, there is something rather exciting about that.   
As I read through the Bible, it seems waiting is a very real part of following God.  In fact, it seems when 

everyone has just about given up, things happen:  Abraham is told Isaac is coming, Moses sees a burning bush, the 
Israelites cross the Red Sea, Angels appear to a group of shepherds.  So there is something exciting about waiting; 
anticipation grows.  It has been over 2,000 years since the disciples were told, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand 
here looking into the sky? This same Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, will come back in the same 
way you have seen him go into heaven." (Acts 1:11)   You do know what that means?  We are 2,000 years closer to 
the fulfillment! 

Peter speaks a good bit about Jesus’ return in his second letter.   He writes, “But do not forget this one thing, 
dear friends: With the Lord a day is like a thousand years, and a thousand years are like a day. The Lord is not slow 
in keeping his promise, as some understand slowness. He is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but eve-
ryone to come to repentance.  But the day of the Lord will come like a thief. The heavens will disappear with a roar; 
the elements will be destroyed by fire, and the earth and everything in it will be laid bare.  Since everything will be de-
stroyed in this way, what kind of people ought you to be? You ought to live holy and godly lives as you look forward 
to the day of God and speed its coming. That day will bring about the destruction of the heavens by fire, and the ele-
ments will melt in the heat.  But in keeping with his promise we are looking forward to a new heaven and a new earth, 
the home of righteousness.”  (2 Peter 3:8-13) 

I have always thought Christmas would be a great time for Jesus to come back.  Though we do not know when 
and no one knows the hour, December 25th would be great.   It would certainly change our plans for the day!   
However, I wonder if instead of looking forward to Jesus’ return as mentioned by Peter, do most people feel more 
like the line from a Kenny Chesney song (sung with a bit of a Jamaican feel) “Everybody want to go to heaven, but 
nobody want to go now.” 

It has been over 2,000 years.  Who knows, this might be the year! 

2 0 0 0  Y E A R S        B Y  B O B  B E L L  

As I reflect over the past sixteen years, I am reminded of something someone told me about women.  This per-
son said that while men’s roots grow wide, a woman’s roots grow deep.  Many of you have asked if I am excited 
about our move to Kentucky.  I must admit that while God has prepared my heart for the move, I am not excited 
about the prospect of leaving.   What you probably don’t know is that sixteen years ago, we made an equally diffi-
cult decision to move to Anderson, Indiana.  As a new mother, I was most reluctant to leave our church, a new 
home, and an area close to my folks.  I have joked that if one looks very closely alongside I-70, you will see drag 
marks from my heels!  Apparently, I’m not very good at trusting “the good things the Lord has in store” for me.  

When the time comes for someone to leave it is difficult not to become nostalgic about their time they have 
spent together.  My wish is not to dwell on all we are leaving behind, but to simply say “thank you” for all you 
have given to us. It would be impossible for my feeble mind to mention everyone who has touched my life and life 
of my family over these last years.  So, I pray that you will know just how much of a blessing you have been to us...   

Thank you for working alongside us, for nurturing us, for being our family.  To those of you who have worked 
with our children... every nursery worker, every teacher, every youth coach... I am forever grateful.  You have left a 
permanent finger print on our hearts.  To those of you who entrusted your children to us... thank you for allowing 
us to be part of your families’ lives.  We have truly been blessed beyond words. 

“Grateful” hardly seems an adequate word for the friendships I have formed over these last years.  I have a spe-
cial bond of friends that together have laughed till we cried and cried till we laughed!  I love these wonderful sis-
ters (and brothers) in Christ.  Isn’t it amazing how God places people in our lives that we can’t imagine ever hav-
ing been without?        

As we begin this new chapter in our lives, I would ask for your prayers for our family.  Initially, I know we will 
struggle somewhat with adjusting to our new environment.  It is difficult to leave what you know and love, but I 
trust that God’s hand is in this move.  I would also encourage you to come and visit... our door will always be 
open.  (I hear you can do that in Kentucky!) 

             Blessings, Vicki 

Vicki Marshall 



RECEPTION: A church wide reception is planned for Larry and Vicki Marshall and family on December 14 at 6:00 P.M.  
This is an opportunity to express our thanks for 16 years of faithful service and personal ministry to our congregation.  
We will be collecting a love offering to present to the family at the reception.  There will be envelopes located at the 
back of the sanctuary and at the welcome center for your convenience.  Please note this gift will not be tax deductible, 
since this is a personal gift.  Please make your check payable to Bethany Christian Church. 

Larry Marshall 

It seems like it all started just yesterday.  Fresh off of a 3-year ministry in Ohio and just starting a family, you invited 
us to come and ‘grow up’ in your midst.  I can honestly say that those first few months of getting settled in Anderson 
back in 1992 seemed like we were planting roots.  So much seemed right about the spot where Vicki and I had landed, 
even though leaving such good friends in our previous ministry was hard.  The heritage of youth ministry that we were 
inheriting was at times intimidating, but the high bar of expectation was also refreshing.  It turned out to be exactly 
what was needed for us, and those years are full of memories that will never fade.  To this day, nothing beats being a 
small part in the transformation of the life of a kid.  Those who linked arms with us throughout those years and did so 
with such longevity and energy know exactly what I’m talking about.  Nothing beats it. 

I can’t say enough about the people at Bethany.  Such 
a diverse group that really only God could orches-
trate.  Some of you have been there your entire lives, 
while some have just shown up along the way.  But so 
many are attracted to something about this place. It’s 
no secret that we’re not perfect.  In fact, that’s one of 
the things I appreciate so much about Bethany.  Not 
that we’re flawed, but that we’re willing to admit it! 
Only when we own up to the fact that we’re not click-
ing on all cylinders will we ever find solutions.  Yet in 
spite of our imperfection, there’s some sort of cosmic 
magnetism (I just made that up…not bad…) that pulls 
us together in a way that’s unique and at times awe-
inspiring.  I’ve often had a press-box view of how God 
has worked through so many of you to do tremen-
dous kingdom-building things.  I was privileged to sit 

back, take notes, and learn from you.  For that I will be forever grateful. 
Personally, the way you took such good care of our family is a reflection of your heart.  You’ve fixed our cars, sharp-

ened our mower blades, changed our diapers, baby sat, played with and taught our kids, left anonymous gifts, raked 
our leaves, and so many other things – both small and large – that have shown us what it means to live as a family of 
believers who take care of each other.  Not to mention that some of you let us dress you up in the most ridiculous out-
fits and perform in ways that would be humiliating to the average person.  Good thing you folks aren’t average! 

Bethany will always have a spot in our hearts.  Vicki and I have spent 16 of our almost 20 years of marriage with you.  
Our kids became followers of Jesus in your midst, and I had the thrill of baptizing each of them at Bethany.  You gave 
us a long leash to do, try, experiment, and sometimes pull the plug on some programs or traditions that just weren’t 
working like they may have at one time.  That’s never easy, but often its necessary.  And so, so many of you have been 
such valiant servants through the myriad of changes that have happened in the past 16 years.  I’ll never forget your ex-
ample, and your willingness to do whatever is necessary – even when it’s not exactly your cup of tea – to see the 
Church move forward and continue to reach people and lift up Jesus. 

In 16 years, I’ve submitted something like 194 Bugle articles, give or take.  Truth is, not a one of them has been by the 
deadline.  Apparently, that’s not one of my gifts.  This one is no exception…it’s one minute past midnight, just after the 
day it was due.  The Bugle folks would expect no less!  But this one wasn’t as much about procrastination or forgetful-
ness.  It’s the hardest one to do, because it’s the last one.  But please know that this new season of ministry for our 
family is exciting and unique, and we’re only adequate for the task because of the last 16 years of both you and God 
molding and shaping us.  We commit to staying on the potter’s wheel.  And we trust that you will too. 

 

Larry and Vicki, Thank You! 
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O C T O B E R  S T A T I S T I C S :  
 

October Offering Received.……….…………………….…... $59,619.01 

Average Offering per week………………...……….....……. $14,904.75 

Percent of Monthly Budget……………..….……………….………..… 91% 

 
 

Y E A R - T O - D A T E :  
 

Budgeted offering needed…………...………………...…… $702,993.00 

Actual y-t-d offering received……..……………...….…... $671,725.34 

Budgeted weekly average offering needed……...….... $16,346.15 

Actual weekly average offering per week…...……...... $15,621.52 

Deficit to budget (year-to-date)…………………….....….($31,267.66) 

Percent of budget (year-to-date)...………………………..…………. 96% 

 
 
 

2 0 0 8  F A I T H  P R O M I S E  G I V I N G  U P D A T E  
Total funds sent to C.M.F for support of the Kineman Family:

  

   October    YTD 

From Individuals:                 $1,597.00  $21,621.00 

From Missions:  $1,100.00  $11,000.00 

Total:   $2,697.00  $32,621.00 

 
 
 

2 0 0 8  I M A G I N E  # 2  G I V I N G  U P D A T E  
 

October 2008….….…..……...…..................................... $ 4,796.50 

Total given in 2008………………………...……………....……$58,938.92 

Total campaign gifts……………………………….…………..$129,326.57 

 

If you are interested in giving and would like envelopes, please 

contact the church office at 643.5713.  We can also set up auto-

matic withdrawal and bill pay. 

Wednesday, December 24 — closed at noon 
Thursday, December 25 — closed 
Friday, December 26 — closed 
Saturday, December 27 — 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  
Wednesday, December 31 — closed at noon 
Thursday, January 1 — closed 

Holiday Office Hours 

Each year a committee is formed to recommend indi-
viduals to serve in various designated roles at Beth-
any.  The elders review the recommended list, inter-
view those who are selected to serve, and present 
these individuals to be  confirmed by the congrega-
tion.  Elders serve in the Biblical role of overseers and 
shepherds, carrying the responsibility of leadership 
within the church.  Deacons are set apart as those 
who lead in areas of service.  Trustees, Treasurer, Asst. 
Treasurer, Secretary, and Asst. Secretary are specific 
roles required by the state and function in financial 
and legal areas, and areas dealing with property and 
facilities.  The following individuals will be presented 
to the congregation on December 7 to be confirmed.  
Elders: (2 years) Patrick Rivest   
Elders: (1 year) Gary Davidson, Gary Flowers, Don Gniffke, 
and Ted Mitchener 
Deacons: (3 years) John Longnaker III, Gil Morris, Darren 
Odom, and Bob Starkey 
Deacons: (2 years) Mike Carey, Josh Jenkins, Shane Mar-
tin, and Vince Smith 
Trustee: (3 years) Tom Davis 
Treasurer: (1 year) Janet Jenkins 
Asst. Treas.: (1 year) Don Vanderluit 

Secretary: (1 year) Carolynn Longnaker 

Congregational Meeting 


