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Handbells: On Sunday morning, the handbell choirs 
will participate in our worship services.  Their music will 

help us enter in to the spirit of the Christmas season. 
 
 

Sing Glad Tidings: During both of our Sunday morning 
services, the Impact Worship Choir will be joined by the 
Highland High School Singers and Starliters to lead us in 

a time of worship that reflects on the birth of Christ.  
$ÏÎȭÔ #ÁÓÔ !×ÁÙ #ÈÒÉÓÔÍÁÓ:  On Sunday night at 6 
ÐȢÍȢ Á ÃÁÓÔ ÏÆ ÁÄÕÌÔÓ ×ÉÌÌ ÊÏÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ ÃÈÏÉÒ ÔÏ ÐÅÒȤ
form a Christmas musical that will be enjoyable for the 
whole family.  Join them as familiar old friends discover 

the ultimate gift exchange. 
 
 

The Bethany Big Band : The Big Band will participate in 
our morning worship by performing some of our favorite 

Christmas songs. 
 

 

Christmas Eve Service : At 7 p.m. we will have our tra-

ditional family Christmas Eve celebration. We hope you 

will experience Christmas Eve with us as we sing carols 

and have a special time for children. 



I 
t has been proven over and over again, what we 
think matters.  What we fill our minds with, 
what we dwell upon, and that on which we 
choose to focus affects our attitudes, our ac-

tions, even our health. What we think affects how we 
feel about ourselves, our families, our jobs, our 
homes, our church, our relationships, and our lives. 
This might be part of the reason that, after Paul tells 
us to ȰÒÅÊÏÉÃÅ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ,ÏÒÄ ÁÌ×ÁÙÓȱ (Philippians 4:4), he 
then says, Ȱ×ÈÁÔÅÖÅÒ ÉÓ ÔÒÕÅȟ ×ÈÁÔÅÖÅÒ ÉÓ ÎÏÂÌÅȟ ×ÈÁÔȤ
ever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, what-
ever is admirableɀif anything is excellent or praisewor-
thyɀÔÈÉÎË ÁÂÏÕÔ ÓÕÃÈ ÔÈÉÎÇÓȢȱ (Philippians 4:8). 
 In the book Living Life on Purpose, writer Greg 
Anderson tells the story of how one man found the 
healing power of a grateful heart. He writes, Ȱ(ÉÓ ×ÉÆÅ 
had left him and he was completely depressed. He had 
lost faith in himself, in other people, and in God.  He 
found no joy in living. One rainy morning this man 
went to a small neighborhood restaurant for breakfast.  
Although several people were at the diner, no one was 
speaking to anyone else.  Our miserable friend hunched 
over the counter stirring his coffee with his spoon. In 
one of the small booths along the window was a young 
mother with a little girl. They had just been served their 
food when the little girl broke the sad silence by almost 
ÓÈÏÕÔÉÎÇȟ Ȭ-ÁÍÁȟ ×ÈÙ ÄÏÎȭÔ ×Å ÓÁÙ ÏÕÒ ÐÒÁÙÅÒÓ ÈÅÒÅȩȭ  
The waitress who had just served them breakfast, 
ÔÕÒÎÅÄ ÁÒÏÕÎÄ ÁÎÄ ÓÁÉÄȟ Ȭ3ÕÒÅȟ (ÏÎÅÙȟ ×Å ÐÒÁÙ ÈÅÒÅȢ 
7ÉÌÌ ÙÏÕ ÓÁÙ ÔÈÅ ÐÒÁÙÅÒ ÆÏÒ ÕÓȩȭ  !ÎÄ ÓÈÅ ÔÕÒÎÅÄ ÁÎÄ 
looked at the rest of the people in the restaurant and 
ÓÁÉÄȟ Ȭ"Ï× ÙÏÕÒ ÈÅÁÄÓȢȭ  3ÕÒÐÒÉÓÉÎÇÌÙȟ ÏÎÅ ÂÙ ÏÎÅȟ ÔÈÅÉÒ 
heads went down.  The little girl then bowed her head, 

ÆÏÌÄÅÄ ÈÅÒ ÈÁÎÄÓ ÁÎÄ ÓÁÉÄȟ Ȭ'ÏÄ ÉÓ ÇÒÅÁÔȢ 'ÏÄ ÉÓ ÇÏÏÄȢ 
!ÎÄ ×Å ÔÈÁÎË (ÉÍ ÆÏÒ ÏÕÒ ÆÏÏÄȢ !ÍÅÎȢȭ  4ÈÁÔ ÐÒÁÙÅÒ 
changed the entire atmosphere.  People began to talk 
×ÉÔÈ ÏÎÅ ÁÎÏÔÈÅÒȢ 4ÈÅ ×ÁÉÔÒÅÓÓ ÓÁÉÄȟ Ȭ7Å ÓÈÏÕÌÄ ÄÏ 
ÔÈÁÔ ÅÖÅÒÙ ÍÏÒÎÉÎÇȢȭ  Ȭ!ÌÌ ÏÆ Á ÓÕÄÄÅÎȟȭ ÓÁÉÄ ÏÕÒ ÆÒÉÅÎÄȟ 
ȬÍÙ ×ÈÏÌÅ ÆÒÁÍÅ ÏÆ ÍÉÎÄ ÓÔÁÒÔÅÄ ÔÏ ÉÍÐÒÏÖÅȢ &ÒÏÍ ÔÈÁÔ 
ÌÉÔÔÌÅ ÇÉÒÌȭÓ ÅØÁÍÐÌÅȟ ) ÓÔÁÒÔÅÄ ÔÏ ÔÈÁÎË 'ÏÄ ÆÏÒ ÁÌÌ ) ÄÉÄ 
ÈÁÖÅ ÁÎÄ ÓÔÏÐ ÍÁÊÏÒÉÎÇ ÉÎ ÁÌÌ ) ÄÉÄÎȭÔ ÈÁÖÅȢ ) ÓÔÁÒÔÅÄ ÔÏ 
ÃÈÏÏÓÅ ÈÁÐÐÉÎÅÓÓȢȭ ȱ 
 Gratitude revolutionizes our perspective.  Choosing 
to thank God for what we have, instead of constantly 
asking God for what we do not have, changes our en-
tire outlook.  I grew up singing the hymn  Count Your 
BlessingsȢ  4ÈÅ "ÉÂÌÅ ÅØÈÏÒÔÓ ÕÓ ÔÏ ȰÇÉÖÅ ÔÈÁÎËÓ ÉÎ ÁÌÌ 
ÃÉÒÃÕÍÓÔÁÎÃÅÓȱ ÁÎÄ ÅÖÅÎ ÇÏÅÓ ÓÏ ÆÁÒ ÁÓ ÔÏ ÓÁÙ ÔÈÁÔ 
ȰÔÈÉÓ ÉÓ 'ÏÄȭÓ ×ÉÌÌ ÆÏÒ ÕÓȱ ɉΫ 4ÈÅÓÓÁÌÏÎÉÁÎÓ ίȡΫΰ-18). 
 Check your attitude.  Check your state of mind.  If 
you find yourself leaning toward the negative, battling 
with discouragement, and feeling more gloomy than 
glad, maybe it is an indicator of what you have chosen 
to think about.  In Philippians 4:6, Paul tells us not to 
worry about anything, but to pray about everything 
and to do so with thanksgiving.  So if we are going to 
overcome worry and anxiety, how often should we 
pray?  Well, according to Paul, at least as often as we 
worry. I would encourage you to be proactive in your 
faith. Do not wait until you begin to feel blue before 
offering thanks, begin by offering thanks. As with the 
example of the man in the story, we need to thank 
God for all we do have and stop majoring in all we do 
not have. We need to choose happiness.  We need to 
walk by faith. 

WHAT  WE THINK  MATTERS                                                                               B Y B O B  B E L L  

w w w. b e t h a n y w e b. o r g 

Candle-lighting Memorial Service 
 
Our Bereavement Support Ministry will conduct the annual candle
-lighting memorial service on Thursday, December 10, at 7:00 p.m. 
in the Friendship Room.  You are invited to attend this meaningful 
service where we remember our loved ones who have died.  Rev. 
Dick True will conduct this event as we each light a candle and 
share the names and a few words about those special people who 
are no longer with us.  A time of refreshments and fellowship will 
conclude the sharing experience. 

http://www.bethanyweb.org


w w w. b e t h a n y w e b. o r g 

Todd and Rhajon Smith spent their formative years growing up in Bethany.  Both came from families who wor-
shiped at Bethany for many years.  Rhajon and her family were active at Bethany since her birth.  Todd began 
×ÏÒÓÈÉÐÉÎÇ ÁÔ "ÅÔÈÁÎÙ ÁÔ Ϋά ÙÅÁÒÓ ÏÆ ÁÇÅȢ  4ÏÄÄ ÁÎÄ 2ÈÁÊÏÎ ÇÒÅ× ÕÐ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÙÏÕÔÈ ÇÒÏÕÐ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÌÁÔÅ βΪȭÓ ÁÎÄ ÅÁÒÌÙ 
γΪȭÓȢ  "ÏÔÈ ×ÅÒÅ ÑÕÉÔÅ ÁÃÔÉÖÅ ÉÎ ÙÏÕÔÈ ÇÒÏÕÐ ÍÅÅÔÉÎÇÓȟ 6"3ȟ ÁÎÄ ÍÉÓÓÉÏÎ ÔÒÉÐÓȠ ÉÎÃÌÕÄÉÎÇ ÍÕÌÔÉÐÌÅ ÔÒÉÐÓ ÔÏ  

Mexico, Kentucky, and St. Louis. 
Todd was the first to leave after graduating from Highland High School in 1993, going to college in East Tennes-
see at Milligan College.  Depending on whom you ask, Rhajon followed Todd to Milligan College the next year 
after graduating from Pendleton Heights High School.  Todd and Rhajon were married in 1998 at Bethany after 
graduating from Milligan.  Their married lives started in California and on to Montana while Todd was serving 

in the U.S. Air Force. 
After getting out of the Air Force, Todd and Rhajon moved back to Jonesborough in East Tennessee to attend 

graduate school at East Tennessee State University; Rhajon obtaining an MA in Communications, and Todd 

getting an MPA in Public Administration.  Rhajon currently works at Milligan College as the Annual Fund Offi-

ÃÅÒ ÁÎÄ ÔÅÁÃÈÅÓ Á ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÃÁÔÉÏÎÓ ÃÌÁÓÓȢ  4ÏÄÄ ×ÏÒËÓ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ #ÉÔÙ ÏÆ *ÏÈÎÓÏÎ #ÉÔÙ ÏÖÅÒÓÅÅÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÃÉÔÙȭÓ ÅÃÏȤ

nomic development programs.  Todd also works part-time as a Major in the Tennessee Air National Guard 

based out of Knoxville.    They have been attending Central Christian Church in Jonesborough since 2003 where 

Todd is a deacon. 

Have you ever wondered where some of our Bethany folks have gone?  
4ÈÒÏÕÇÈ ÔÈÅ ÙÅÁÒÓȟ ×ÅȭÖÅ ÈÁÄ ÓÅÖÅÒÁÌ ÍÅÍÂÅÒÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÈÁÖÅ ÍÁÒÒÉÅÄ ÁÎÄ 

moved away, relocated because of jobs, or left to serve in other areas.  In 
ÁÎ ÁÔÔÅÍÐÔ ÔÏ ËÅÅÐ ÙÏÕ ÕÐÄÁÔÅÄ ÏÎ ×ÈÁÔȭÓ ÈÁÐÐÅÎÉÎÇ ÉÎ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÌÉÖÅÓȟ ×Å 
will occasionally feature an individual or family in Ȱ7(%2% ). 4(% 

7/2,$ )3 "%4(!.9ȩȱ 
 

This month, we have an update on Todd and Rhajon (Colson) Smith. 

On November 8 Bethany was blessed by music. The Big Band and the choir 
joined with worship through both services. Worship at Bethany continues to 
grow with choir and instrumental specials at nearly every service. 

http://www.bethanyweb.org

