
Deaf Ministry  
If you have attended second service anytime in the last two years, you may 
have noticed us up front, in the right hand corner.  We are a small, but 
dedicated, group of individuals offering deaf interpretation of songs, an-
nouncements, and the message. We began with just two qualified signers 
and have expanded to six.  Four of us have not had formal schooling in this 
language, but have learned Sign Language on our own because of a per-
sonal desire.  We are growing at our own pace with no pressure to sign 
more than we feel prepared to sign.  NOTICE:  I said prepared, not ready! 
If you too have the skills, or desire, to join this ministry, we would love to 
have you.  It is our goal to see our deaf community grow, (we currently 
have two members), offer more rotation to our current six signers and 
adding a Sunday School class for our Blessings ministry and an adult class. 
If you feel led to look into, or join this awesome ministry, please contact 
the church office at 643-5713, and you will be put in contact with one of 
the current signers. 
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Super Bowl Party 
We are again hosting the men from the Christian Center and Stepping 
Stones on February 7 for a Super Bowl party. We need your help! There 
are plenty of opportunities to help including food preparation, serving, set 
up, clean up and van drivers. This is a great opportunity to get acquainted 
with men who live at the Christian Center and Stepping Stones. So come 
on out enjoy the game and mingle! The sign-up sheet and donation enve-
lopes are available in the atrium. Please see Kent for more details. 

Weekday Religious Education 
Anderson Weekday Religious Education (AWRE) is a program that has 
been part of the Anderson community for over 40 years. AWRE offers ba-
sic bible instruction for an hour each week, over 13 weeks, to fourth grade 
students of Anderson schools. We need volunteers to act as assistants 
during these classes. Classes are Tuesdays 1:30-2:30, and Thursdays 10:30 - 
11:30, and 1:00 - 2:00. To volunteer call Wendy Lipps at 724-4809. 



T 
here were three phrases we high-
lighted as we started the New Year; 
three statements to help give direction 
as we move through 2010.  Do you re-

member what they were?  Just in case they have 
slipped your mind (there has been a lot happen 
during January), let me remind you. 
 Share your faith.  It seems odd that we would 
have to include sharing our faith in our big three 
for the year.  Sharing our faith is at the top of the 
list of what Jesus has entrusted to us as His fol-
lowers.  Jesus said, Ȱ!ÌÌ ÁÕÔÈÏÒÉÔÙ ÉÎ ÈÅÁÖÅÎ ÁÎÄ ÏÎ 
earth has been given to me. Therefore go and make 
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have 
commanded you. And surely I am with you always, 
to the very end of the age." (Matthew 28:18-20)  
Unfortunately, it seems that other than sleeping 
and eating, no matter how important something 
might be, if we do not intentionally keep it in 
front of us and make an effort to do it, it soon 
gets pushed to the back or forgotten. Not this 
year!  May God open our eyes to people and op-
portunities all around us where we can share our 
faith with others.  
 We are the program.  One of the outcomes of 
our economics is that it has put us in a position 
×ÈÅÒÅ ×Å ÃÁÎ ÎÏ ÌÏÎÇÅÒ ÓÉÍÐÌÙ ȰÔÈÒÏ× ÍÏÎÅÙȱ ÁÔ 
a need or ministry.  It seems that when there are 
plenty of resources and a need arises, our first 
instinct is to invest dollars to meet the need; 
however, when dollars are not available, we have 
to look at other ways to provide ministry.  This is 
not a bad thing at all.  In fact, it is actually very 
good.  It puts us in a position where we must be-
come the hands and feet.  If a need is to be met, 
we must meet it.  We are the program.  This, too, 
is a very Biblical approach to church.  God has 

placed within this church every gift, talent and 
ability needed for us to accomplish all He desires.  
It takes all of us together doing whatever we can 
do to meet the needs of the people, community 
and world around us.  In Ephesians 4:15-16, Paul 
writes, Ȱ)ÎÓÔÅÁÄȟ ÓÐÅÁËÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÔÒÕÔÈ ÉÎ ÌÏÖÅȟ ×Å ×ÉÌÌ 
in all things grow up into him who is the Head, 
that is, Christ. From him the whole body, joined 
and held together by every supporting ligament, 
grows and builds itself up in love, as each part 
ÄÏÅÓ ÉÔÓ ×ÏÒËȢȱ  We are the program! 
 Less is more.  Another outcome of our eco-
nomics is that we have learned how to do minis-
try on a much leaner budget.  This does not mean 
that we do less ministry, but we have learned to 
do ministry in ways that require less dollars and 
more involvement.  This, too, is good.  It not only 
allows us to continue to do ministry, but multi-
plies the effects as all those who are personally 
involved have placed themselves in positions to 
be stretched and to grow.  We are not doing less 
ministry, we are doing more.  We have also dis-
cussed what happens if the economic situation 
turns around and we find ourselves with addi-
tional resources.  Now that we have learned to do 
more with less, we do not want to go back; we do 
not want to reinvest those dollars in the same 
ways as before.  Instead, we want to think of ways 
to use those resources to reach out beyond our-
selves.  Can we provide the people power and fi-
nancial resources to build a Habitat house?  
What missions and missionaries can we support 
in greater ways?  How can we use those resources 
to minister to people outside these walls in our 
community and beyond. 
 Three simple phrases, but these three state-
ments give us direction for the New Year.  Share 
your faith!  We are the program!  Less is more!  
Can I add one more?  God is good!!  
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The purpose of this scholarship is to help further 
the education of a young person. This scholarship 
will be awarded to a graduating high school senior. 
All applicants shall be members in good standing 

of Bethany Christian Church for a period of one 
year prior to the submission of the request. Appli-
cations may be picked up at the church office and 
returned by Feb 19, 2010. 

RAY SCHOLARSHIP  2009 - 2010 
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Families had a great time 
Sunday evening, January 10 at 
Station 12. Through games, 
singing, and skits the staff 
ÉÎÔÒÏÄÕÃÅÄ *ÁÎÕÁÒÙȭÓ ÖÉÒÔÕÅ 
and bible verse. As always the 
After 12 program provided a 
time of fellowship and a light 
meal following Station 12 ac-
ÔÉÖÉÔÉÅÓȢ $ÏÎȭÔ ÆÏÒÇÅÔ ÔÈÅÒÅ ÉÓ 
no Station 12 in February! 
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