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4ÈÅ !ÆÒÉÃÁÎ #ÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ #ÈÏÉÒ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÐÒÅÓÅÎÔÉÎÇ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÐÒÏÇÒÁÍ ÈÅÒÅ ÁÔ  
Bethany on July 12th.  Invite your friends and family! Volunteers are 

needed to help with a meal, and  
assistance is needed during and after the performance. If you would 

like to help in any way, please call the church office at 643-5713. 
 $ÏÎȭÔ ÍÉÓÓ ÔÈÅ  

opportunity  
to get to know these  
delightful children!   

 

 

 

 

 



W 
henever I have an opportunity to eat 
at a new restaurant, I will usually ask 
the person waiting on us, Ȱ3Ïȟ ×ÈÁÔ ÉÓ 
ÔÈÉÓ ÒÅÓÔÁÕÒÁÎÔ ËÎÏ×Î ÆÏÒȩȱ  If they 

hesitate and have to think or if they say that every-
thing is good, then I am usually a little suspicious. 
However, if they quickly point out one or two items 
on the menu which are the most popular and begin to 
talk about how everyone loves these two dishes, then 
ÍÙ ÍÉÎÄ ÉÓ ÍÁÄÅ ÕÐȟ ÔÈÁÔȭÓ ×ÈÁÔ ) ×ÁÎÔȢ  /Æ ÃÏÕÒÓÅ ÉÆ 
what they point out is the most expensive item on the 
menu, then I say, Ȱ/ËÁÙȟ )ȭÌÌ ÈÁÖÅ Á ×ÁÔÅÒȢȱ 
 7ÈÁÔ ÁÒÅ ÙÏÕ ËÎÏ×Î ÆÏÒȩ  ɉȰ&ÏÒ ×ÈÁÔ ÁÒÅ ÙÏÕ 
ËÎÏ×ÎȩȱɊ 0ÅÏÐÌÅȟ ÓÔÏÒÅÓȟ ÒÅÓÔÁÕÒÁÎÔÓȟ ÓÔÁÔÅÓȟ ÃÏÍÍÕȤ
nities, all seem to be known for something.  This is 
also true of churches.  Churches are often known for 
something or known for several identifying character-
istics.  No doubt we could all make a list of what we 
hope Bethany would be known for, but I want to add 
another to our list. In the big scope of things, such as 
ȰÔÒÕÅ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ "ÉÂÌÅȱ ÁÎÄ ȰÌÉÖÉÎÇ ÕÎÄÅÒ ÔÈÅ ,ÏÒÄÓÈÉÐ ÏÆ 
*ÅÓÕÓȟȱ ÔÈÉÓ ÍÉÇÈÔ ÎÏÔ ÓÅÅÍ ÁÌÌ ÔÈÁÔ ÓÉÇÎÉÆÉÃÁÎÔȢ  4ÈÉÓ 
particular quality might not even be one we would list 
on a sign or vision statement.  It might not be one we 
necessarily promote to those outside the church or in 
our community.  It seems like such a little thing, but 
it would probably do us well to embrace it.  What if 
we made it our goal to be the church where nobody 
sits alone? 
 I know, I have already said that it does not rank up 
there with evangelism and missions, but still there is 
something to it.  The past several weeks I have pur-
posefully watched to see if there are people who sit 

alone.  I have found individuals and couples sitting by 
themselves in both services.  I have seen students, 
young adults, adults and older adults sitting by them-
selves.  Not that there is anything wrong with sitting 
by yourself (I do it most every Sunday), but it seems 
that those of us who are part of this family should be 
looking out for those who are new or those who are 
sitting alone. 
 Several weeks ago, I watched as a couple saw some-
one new come in and sit down a couple rows in front 
of them.  It was not long until the couple got up, 
moved forward, asked if it was okay if they sat with 
them, and then introduced themselves.  The next 
week the same thing happened. The following week 
the individual came in and sat down with the couple.  
4ÈÁÔȭÓ ÔÈÅ ×ÁÙ ÉÔ ÏÕÇÈÔ ÔÏ ×ÏÒËȢ  7Å ÓÈÏÕÌÄ ÓÅÅ ÏÕÒȤ
selves as the church where nobody sits alone. 
 It is not always people new to the church who find 
themselves sitting alone. Sometimes it is individuals 
who have been part of the Bethany family for years, 
but there they are, sitting by themselves.  It is easy to 
ÊÕÓÔ ×ÁÌË ÏÎ ÂÙ ÁÎÄ ÓÉÔ ÉÎ ÏÕÒ ȰÎÏÒÍÁÌȱ ÓÐÏÔ ÏÒ ÔÈÉÎË 
ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅÙ ×ÏÕÌÄ ÒÁÔÈÅÒ ÓÉÔ ÂÙ ÔÈÅÍÓÅÌÖÅÓȢ  -ÁÙÂÅ ÉÔȭÓ 
true, maybe some individuals prefer to worship in si-
lence, but for the most part, I think all of us like to 
have someone close enough to touch. 
 If someone were to ask us if they could sit with us, 
) ÁÍ ÃÏÎÆÉÄÅÎÔ ÔÈÁÔ ÁÌÌ ÏÆ ÕÓ ×ÏÕÌÄ ÓÁÙȟ Ȱ3ÕÒÅȦȱ  (Ï×Ȥ
ever, very few people are going to ask.  Very few peo-
ÐÌÅ ÁÒÅ ÇÏÉÎÇ ÔÏ ȰÉÍÐÏÓÅȱ ÔÈÅÍÓÅÌÖÅÓ ÏÎ ÕÓȢ  3Ïȟ ÈÅÒÅȭÓ 
a new item on the menu which will become one we 
ÁÒÅ ȰËÎÏ×Î ÆÏÒȢȱ   7Å ÁÒÅ ÔÈÅ ÃÈÕÒÃÈ ×ÈÅÒÅ ÎÏÂÏÄÙ 
sits alone. 

T H E  CH U RC H  W H E R E N O B O DY  SI T S  A LO N E                       B Y B O B  B E L L  

w w w. b e t h a n y w e b. o r g 

John Sandlin - Chairman of the Elders** / Finances 
Tom Davis - Properties 
Jon Conrad - Staff Elder  
Gary Flowers - I-Team (Bob Bell) 
Ralph Marcum - Missions (Bob Bell) 
Ted Mitchener - Music (Dave Coplin) 

Patrick Rivest - LifeGroups (Dave Coplin) 
Don Gniffke - Youth (Tim Fair)  
Mike Cockrill - Children's Ministry (Larry Lipps)  
Gary Davidson - Outreach, SS class, Security (Kent 
Stookey) 
Harold Wages - Keenagers (Kent Stookey) 

%ÌÄÅÒÓȭ !ÒÅÁÓ ÏÆ 2ÅÓÐÏÎÓÉÂÉÌÉÔÙ ɉάΪΪγɊȡ 

** Chairman of the Elders has the responsibility of being the chief liaison between the Elders and the Senior 
Pastor.  The Chairman works directly with the Senior Pastor in an advisory capacity to assist with the general 
direction of the church.  
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w w w. b e t h a n y w e b. o r g 

Mark Your Calendars Now ɂ $ÏÎȭÔ -ÉÓÓ 6"8 
July 26 - 30 

Imagine 400 children filling the Worship Center on a hot July week.  Now imagine the 
ÐÁÒÅÎÔÓ ÏÆ ήΪΪ ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎ ÅØÐÅÒÉÅÎÃÉÎÇ Á 6"3 ÌÉËÅ ÎÏ ÏÔÈÅÒȢ  7Å ÁÒÅ ÇÏÉÎÇ 8ÔÒÅÍÅȣ*ÏÉÎ ÕÓ 

for a community driven VBX!   
3ÔÕÄÉÏ 'Ï ÉÓ ÔÈÅ ÔÈÅÍÅȣGo Lead, Go Serve, Go Obey, Go Tell, Go Risk!   

Visit our website for a sneak peak: www.vacationbibleschool.com/bethanyvbx2009. 
Check out our display in the Atrium.  While you are there donate items for crafts and 

volunteer to help.  We need 250 empty toilet paper tubes, 250 #2 pencils, and 250 
×ÏÏÄÅÎ ÏÒ ÐÌÁÓÔÉÃ ÒÕÌÅÒÓ ɉΫάȱɊȢ 4ÈÅÒÅ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÂÏØÅÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ !ÔÒÉÕÍ ÁÌÏÎÇ ×ÉÔÈ Á 6"8 ÓÉÇÎ-
up table. We are still in desperate need for people to be a part of the teaching team and 
group leaders.  It is going to take ALL of Bethany working together to make this work.  

3ÔÕÄÉÏ 'ÏȣÃÏÍÉÎÇ ÔÏ Á ÃÈÕÒÃÈ ÎÅÁÒ 9/5Ȧ 

V AC AT I O N  B I BL E  X T R E M E                                    JULY  2 6- 3 0 

Activities are geared towards K-5 kids and their families. Younger and older siblings are 
welcome to attend with parents. Parents are welcome and encouraged to attend; chaper-
ones are not provided. For many of these events, we must call in advance to give them a 

number of people attending. Please sign up by the Sunday prior to the event. 
 

*ÕÌÙ βȡ -ÏÕÎÄÓ 0ÁÒË ÁÎÄ &ÒÁÚÉÅÒȭÓ $ÁÉÒÙ -ÁÉÄ 
We will meet at the Nature Center at Mounds for a presentation and nature hike with a naturalist. When we are 
ÆÉÎÉÓÈÅÄ ×Å ×ÉÌÌ ÈÁÖÅ Á ÐÉÃÎÉÃ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÐÁÒËȢ !ÆÔÅÒ ÏÕÒ ÐÉÃÎÉÃȟ ×Å ×ÉÌÌ ÈÅÁÄ ÏÖÅÒ ÔÏ &ÒÁÚÉÅÒȭÓ $ÁÉÒÙ ÆÏÒ ÓÏÍÅ ÉÃÅ 

cream. Bring a picnic lunch with plenty to drink, sunscreen, and bug spray. Cost is $1 for the Mounds program 
(tell them you will be attending a program at the nature center and there will be no additional gate fee), and 

money for ice cream. We will not be taking vans from the church. Meet at the Mounds Nature Center by 10:00 
ÁȢÍȢ 3ÉÇÎ ÕÐ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ #ÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ )ÎÆÏÒÍÁÔÉÏÎ #ÅÎÔÅÒȟ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ !ÔÒÉÕÍȟ ÏÒ ÃÁÌÌ ÔÈÅ ÃÈÕÒÃÈ ÏÆÆÉÃÅ ÁÔ ΰήέ-5713 by Sun-

day, July 5. 
 

July 15: TBA 
 

!ÕÇÕÓÔ Ϋάȡ 3×ÉÍÍÉÎÇ Ǫ ,ÕÎÃÈ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ 3ÈÅËÅÌÌȭÓ 
7ÅÁÔÈÅÒ ÐÅÒÍÉÔÔÉÎÇȟ ×ÅȭÌÌ ÂÅ Ó×ÉÍÍÉÎÇ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÐÏÏÌ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÈÏÍÅ ÏÆ $ÏÕÇ ÁÎÄ "ÁÒÂ 3ÈÅËÅÌÌȢ 7ÈÉÌÅ ÔÈÅÒÅȟ ×ÅȭÌÌ 
ÈÁÖÅ ÈÏÔ ÄÏÇÓ ÁÎÄ ÏÔÈÅÒ ÙÕÍÍÙ ÆÏÏÄ ÆÏÒ ÌÕÎÃÈȢ #ÏÓÔ ÉÓ Ηά ÐÅÒ ÐÅÒÓÏÎ ÏÒ Ηΰ ÐÅÒ ÆÁÍÉÌÙ ÔÏ ÃÏÖÅÒ ÆÏÏÄ ÃÏÓÔÓȢ 7ÅȭÌÌ 
ÌÅÁÖÅ ÔÈÅ ÃÈÕÒÃÈ ÁÔ ΫΫȡΪΪ ÁȢÍȢ ÁÎÄ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÂÁÃË ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÃÈÕÒÃÈ ÂÙ έȡέΪ ÐȢÍȢ 3ÉÇÎ ÕÐ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ #ÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ )ÎÆÏÒÍÁÔÉÏÎ 

Center, in the Atrium, or call the church office at 643-5713 by Sunday, August 9. 

W ON D E R F UL  W E D N E S DAYS     SUM M E R  SC H E D UL E  


