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As followers of Jesus, we can make a difference!  
 
We can make a difference in our community.  We can make a difference in our 
world.  During June and July, we want to come together to impact our world 
with the love, grace and hope of Jesus.  Our efforts will not end when July is 
over, but we want to use these two months to focus our energy and build mo-
mentum as we continue to serve the world in the months that follow.  Though 
several opportunities will be provided, there are two ministries that will re-
quire all of us working together.  Serving those in our community and those 
around the world are equally important.  
 

In June, we will focus on our neighbors around the world.   

In July, we will turn our attention to our neighbors next door.  

June - Child Sponsorship: 

In June, we will provide opportunities to partner with Horizon International and Real 
Hope for Haiti to impact our world. Sponsoring children in South Africa and Haiti is 
a very real and tangible way to make a difference, not only in the life of a child, but in 
the life of a community. Sponsoring a child provides basic needs of food, clothing and 
education. Child sponsorships help break the cycle of poverty and demonstrates to 
those who are struggling to survive that there is a good God who is extending help 
through people who love Him and love them. On June 14th, Bob Pearson of Horizon 
International will be our guest speaker. Bob will give us insight into how God works 
through these sponsorships to make a present and eternal difference in the lives of 
people. On June 28th, you, your family, your Sunday School class, your Life Group, or 
your friends will be given the privilege of sponsoring a child. It is not just the physical 
help that makes a difference, it is also the realization that they are not alone and that 
someone cares. 

July - VBX (Vacation Bible School Extreme):  

July 26 through July 30  

In July, there will be several opportunities presented to work and serve in our commu-
nity.  However, a primary focus will be all of us pulling together to serve our commu-
nity with a Vacation Bible School that will leave a lasting impression on countless chil-
dren and their parents.  Past Vacation Bible Schools have always included an element 
ÏÆ ÏÕÔÒÅÁÃÈȢ 7ÉÔÈ ÔÈÉÓ ÙÅÁÒȭÓ 6ÁÃÁÔÉÏÎ "ÉÂÌÅ 3ÃÈÏÏÌ ×Å ÁÒÅ ÁÌÌ ÇÏÉÎÇ ÔÏ ×ÏÒË ÈÁÒÄ ÔÏ 
make outreach and ministry to our community a priority.  Each of us will be asked to 
participate.  Some will teach. Some will serve refresh-
ments. Some will help children with crafts. Some will 
clean. Some will decorate. Some will help with recreation. 
All of us will make a difference in our community as we 
express the love and joy of God through VBX! 

Visit www.bethanyweb.org for the latest updates concerning VBX!  



SERVE THE WORLD  - LIVING  OUTSIDE THE WALLS                          B Y B O B  B E L L  

w w w. b e t h a n y w e b. o r g 

D 
isciples are those who love God, love oth-
ers, and serve the world.  It is impossible to 
be a follower of Jesus and live within the 
walls of our own little world.  Jesus Himself 

set the example: Ȱ9ÏÕÒ ÁÔÔÉÔÕÄÅ ÓÈÏÕÌÄ ÂÅ ÔÈÅ ÓÁÍÅ ÁÓ 
that of Christ Jesus: Who, being in very nature God, did 
not consider equality with God something to be grasped, 
but made himself nothing, taking the very nature of a 
servant, being made in human likeness.  And being 
found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself and 
became obedient to deathɀeven death on a 
ÃÒÏÓÓȦȱ (Philippians 2:5-8) Jesus left His world to live in 
our world.  
 During these economically challenging times, peo-
ÐÌÅ ÃÁÎ ÂÅ ÔÅÍÐÔÅÄ ÔÏ ȰÃÉÒÃÌÅ ÔÈÅ ×ÁÇÏÎÓȱ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÉÎË 
only of themselves.  One of the traits that sets follow-
ers of Jesus apart from the rest of the world is our will-
ingness to reach out and help.  We can live outside the 
walls of our own little world, because we believe God is 
able to take care of us. We can live outside the walls of 
our own little world, because we know God can work 
all things together for the good of those who love Him 
and are called according to His purpose. When the 
natural tendency is to withdrawal from the world and 
protect what we have, the supernatural tendency is to 
enter into the world and offer help.  
 In Matthew 25, Jesus makes serving the world the 
ÄÉÓÔÉÎÇÕÉÓÈÉÎÇ ÆÁÃÔÏÒ ÂÅÔ×ÅÅÎ ÔÈÏÓÅ ×ÈÏ ÅÎÔÅÒ 'ÏÄȭÓ 
Kingdom as followers of Jesus and those who remain 
outside.  Jesus said, Ȱ7ÈÅÎ ÔÈÅ 3ÏÎ ÏÆ -ÁÎ ÃÏÍÅÓ ÉÎ ÈÉÓ 
glory, and all the angels with him, he will sit on his 
throne in heavenly glory. All the nations will be gath-
ered before him, and he will separate the people one 
from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from 
the goats. He will put the sheep on his right and the 
ÇÏÁÔÓ ÏÎ ÈÉÓ ÌÅÆÔȢȱ 

 "Then the King will say to those on his right, 'Come, 
you who are blessed by my Father; take your inheri-
tance, the kingdom prepared for you since the creation 
of the world. For I was hungry and you gave me some-
thing to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to 
drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, I needed 
clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you looked 
ÁÆÔÅÒ ÍÅȟ ) ×ÁÓ ÉÎ ÐÒÉÓÏÎ ÁÎÄ ÙÏÕ ÃÁÍÅ ÔÏ ÖÉÓÉÔ ÍÅȢȭ ȱ 
 "Then the righteous will answer him, 'Lord, when did 
we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you 
something to drink? When did we see you a stranger 
and invite you in, or needing clothes and clothe you? 
When did we see you sick or in prison and go to visit 
ÙÏÕȩȭ ȱ 
 "The King will reply, 'I tell you the truth, whatever 
you did for one of the least of these brothers of mine, 
ÙÏÕ ÄÉÄ ÆÏÒ ÍÅȢȭ ȱ 
 "Then he will say to those on his left, 'Depart from 
me, you who are cursed, into the eternal fire prepared 
for the devil and his angels. For I was hungry and you 
gave me nothing to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me 
nothing to drink, I was a stranger and you did not invite 
me in, I needed clothes and you did not clothe me, I was 
ÓÉÃË ÁÎÄ ÉÎ ÐÒÉÓÏÎ ÁÎÄ ÙÏÕ ÄÉÄ ÎÏÔ ÌÏÏË ÁÆÔÅÒ ÍÅȢȭ ȱ 
 "They also will answer, 'Lord, when did we see you 
hungry or thirsty or a stranger or needing clothes or 
sick or in prison, and did not help you?'  He will reply, 'I 
tell you the truth, whatever you did not do for one of the 
least of these, you did not do for me.' Then they will go 
away to eternal punishment, but the righteous to eter-
nal life."  (Matthew 25:31-46) 
 May we be numbered among those who live 
outside the walls of our own little world. May we be 
numbered among those who follow the example of 
Jesus and serve the world around us.  

Station 12 finished for the summer on May 3 
with an ice cream sundae bar. Pictured 
to the left: A 
reversal of 
roles, the kids 
get to teach the 
lesson for the 
evening.  

http://www.bethanyweb.org
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Bethany had a unique opportunity 

to host a regional luncheon for 

ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ ÍÉÎÉÓÔÒÙ ÔÅÁÍÓ ÏÎ &ÒÉȤ

day, May 8, 2009.  They came to 

connect with other teams from 

around Indiana who are working 

with the 252 Basics curriculum.  It 

was hosted by the ReThink or-

ganization.  Over 40 people at-

tended the daylong seminar rep-

resenting 15 churches.  A big 

thank you goes out to Amy Con-

rad, Heather Mote, Janet Jenkins, 

Frank Gossett, and Kent Stookey 

for their help during the luncheon 

and Ron Clidence and Don Vanderluit for their help getting ready for the day.  Also, to Bill Smith and Dave 

Carpenter for work they did in the Discovery Zone to help it look great for the many guests. 

Bethany Christian Nursery School ended the school year May 14th with a gradua-
tion ceremony held in the Worship Center here at Bethany.   Many parents and 
family members looked on as the little graduates marched down the center aisle in 
their caps and gowns, prayed, performed numerous songs, and individually re-
ceived their diplomas. 
The nursery school program, under the direction of Rhea Colson, is a vital part of 
the ministry at Bethany Christian Church.  A nursery school experience can play an 
important role in developing a young child socially, mentally, physically, emotion-
ally and spiritually.  The school is in session September through May, Monday - 
Friday, 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.  To be eligible, a child must be at least 3 years of age 

by September 1st.   If you are interested in more information, please contact the church office at 643-5713. 
We want to thank Rhea Colson, Luanne Canfield and Beth Green for their dedication in giving these young 
children a great start in their educational experience! 

RETHINK  LUNCHEON 
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