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We are excited to announce that this fall, start-
ing in October, all of Bethany will be given an 

opportunity to get involved with SHAPE.  
SHAPE is an acronym that stands for Spiritual 

Gifts, Heartbeat, Abilities, Personality, and Ex-
periences.   The SHAPE process is a seven-

week, home-group based, video/discussion se-
ries that is all about helping each of us  

find & fulfill our unique purpose in life.   
Messages in our worship services will  

also be related to SHAPE during those  
weeks.  You will hear more and more  
about SHAPE this month.  So please  

begin now to pray with us about  
this fun and exciting opportunity.  



A 
 couple years ago, someone heard us say 
ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÐÕÒÐÏÓÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÃÈÕÒÃÈ ÉÓ ÔÏ ȰÍÁËÅ 
ÄÉÓÃÉÐÌÅÓȱ ɉ-ÁÔÔÈÅ× άβȡΫβ-20) and asked 
what a disciple looked like.  Well, a disciple 

is a follower or learner.  So to make someone into a 
disciple is to make them into a follower of Jesus or 
someone who tries to live and talk as Jesus did.  Okay, 
but what does that look like? How can I know if I am 
getting there?  How can I measure that? 
 I knew what he was asking.  It was a very sincere 
question.  How can we describe what a disciple is in a 
way that helps people immediately understand what 
we are talking about?  Once we have a picture in 
mind of what a disciple looks like, then we can begin 
to fill in the blanks.  As we studied the Scriptures and 
tried to get a handle on the life that Jesus and the 
New Testament writers were calling us to live, we 
landed on the phrase: Disciples are people, who out of 
an absolute conviction that Jesus is Lord, love God, 
love others, and serve the world.   That was the 
original phrase we used.  We believed this statement 
described both who we are and what we do as disci-
ples. 
 These three markers were tied together with three 
distinct ministries. Though not limited to these three 
ministries, Sunday morning worship/Sunday school, 
Life Groups, and volunteer ministry would provide an 
environment to grow as a disciple.  We could express 
our love for God and grow in our love for God as we 
actively participate in Sunday morning worship and 
Sunday school.  We can express our love for others 
and grow in our love for others as we actively partici-
pate in a Life Group.  We can develop and grow a ser-
ÖÁÎÔȭÓ ÈÅÁÒÔ ÁÓ ×Å ÁÃÔÉÖÅÌÙ ÐÁÒÔÉÃÉÐÁÔÅ ÉÎ ÖÏÌÕÎÔÅÅÒ 
ministry both inside and outside the church.  We still 
believe this provides a good model with which to 
work.  Those who are new to Bethany have been able 
to quickly understand who we are, what we do, and 
why we are here as they see these three components 
at work in the church.  

 At this point, I would ask, did you notice that the 
title for this article is different from the statement to 
which we have grown accustomed?  Instead of Love 
God, Love others, and Serve the World, it is Love God, 
Love others, and Change the World .  Why the 
change?  Actually there are two reasons for the 
ÃÈÁÎÇÅȢ  &ÉÒÓÔ ÏÆ ÁÌÌȟ ×Å ÔÈÏÕÇÈÔ ȰÃÈÁÎÇÅȱ ×ÁÓ Á ÌÉÔÔÌÅ 
more direct and purposeful.  There are lots of people 
and organizations who are out there serving the world 
in one way or another, which is good, but we serve 
with a purpose. We want to change the world. 
 However, the second reason is really what caused 
us to make the change.  As we put together the origi-
ÎÁÌ ÓÔÁÔÅÍÅÎÔȟ ÔÈÅ ÑÕÅÓÔÉÏÎ ×ÁÓ ÁÓËÅÄȟ Ȱ7ÈÁÔ ÁÂÏÕÔ 
evangelism?  What about helping people come to 
ËÎÏ× *ÅÓÕÓ ÁÓ 3ÁÖÉÏÒȩȱ  'ÏÏÄ ÑÕÅÓÔÉÏÎȦ  !Ó ×Å ÄÉÓȤ
cussed it together, we concluded that everything we 
do is about evangelism.  There is an evangelistic ele-
ment in our worship and Sunday school (Love God), 
there is an evangelistic element in our Life Groups 
(Love Others) and there is an evangelistic element in 
our volunteer ministry (Serve the World).  That 
sounded good, but what we found is that if it is not 
named, it sometimes is forgotten.  If evangelism is a 
priority, then it needs to be identified as part of who 
we are.  So as we talk about making disciples and be-
ing disciples, we are going to talk about Love God, 
Love Others, and Change the World through evangel-
ism and service. 
 )Î ÔÒÕÔÈȟ ÉÔȭÓ ÊÕÓÔ Á ÓÌÏÇÁÎȟ ÂÕÔ ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ ÔÈÅ ÙÅÁÒÓ 
slogans have helped shape and guide countries, move-
ments, teams, organizations and churches.  If we are 
going to use a slogan to help people understand who 
×Å ÁÒÅ ÁÎÄ ×ÈÁÔ ×Å ÁÒÅ ÁÂÏÕÔȟ ÌÅÔȭÓ ÔÒÙ ÔÏ ÍÁËÅ ÉÔ ÁÓ 
pointed and clear as possible.  If we are going to use a 
slogan to help guide us in how we think, how we 
ÆÕÎÃÔÉÏÎȟ ÁÎÄ ×ÈÁÔ ×Å ÄÏȟ ÌÅÔȭÓ ÔÒÙ ÔÏ ÍÁËÅ ÉÔ ÁÓ 
pointed and clear as possible.  So, yes, we just 
changed a word; however, our hope is to change the 
world. 

LOVE GOD , LOVE OTHERS, CHANGE THE WORLD                                           B Y B OB  B E L L  

w w w. b e t h a n y 

Looking for an excuse to go see your friend Frankie 
ÔÈÅ ÆÉÒÅ ÔÒÕÃËȩ $ÏÎȭÔ ×ÏÒÒÙȟ 3ÔÁÔÉÏÎ Ϋά ÉÓ ÃÏÍÉÎÇ ÂÁÃË 

in  October. Join us on the first Sunday of each 
month, starting October 4 in the Discovery Zone for 

friends, fun, and Bible lessons.  
Stay tuned for more information! 

http://www.bethanyweb.org


w w w. b e t h a n y w e b. o r g 

A 
nother school year is here . . . finally! 
This summer has been a very busy sum-
mer for me, but it has been an incredible 
ÓÕÍÍÅÒȢ )ȭÖÅ ÂÅÅÎ ÁÂÌÅ ÔÏ ÓÐÅÎÄ Á ÇÏÏÄ 

amount of time with students, from going to different 
weeks of camps, conferences and work projects, to just 
hanging out with students. I have spent time listening 
to the challenges they face and listening to them wres-
tle with what it looks like to become more like Jesus. 

I am excited about this fall and the programs that 
×ÅȭÌÌ ÈÁÖÅ ÇÏÉÎÇ ÏÎȢ ) ÃÁÎ ÒÅÁÌÌÙ ÓÅÎÓÅ ÁÎÄ ÆÅÅÌ ÔÈÅ (ÏÌÙ 
3ÐÉÒÉÔ ÍÏÖÉÎÇ ×ÉÔÈÉÎ ÏÕÒ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔÓȢ )ȭÍ ÅØÃÉÔÅÄ ÔÏ ÓÅÅ 
×ÈÁÔȭÓ ÇÏÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÈÁÐÐÅÎ ÏÖÅÒ ÔÈÉÓ ÎÅØÔ ÓÃÈÏÏÌ ÙÅÁÒȟ 
×ÈÅÒÅ 'ÏÄ ÌÅÁÄÓ ÏÕÒ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔÓȟ ÁÎÄ ×ÈÁÔ (ÅȭÌÌ ÄÏ 
through our students. 

As far as programming goes, it will look like much 
ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÓÁÍÅȟ ÂÕÔ ×ÅȭÌÌ ÂÅ ÁÄÄÉÎÇ Á ÆÅ× ÄÉÆÆÅÒÅÎÔ ÅÌÅȤ
ments into the whole process. First, our Student Life-
Groups  will start back up Sunday, September 13, and 
run from 6-8 PM.  They will meet most Sundays from 
there on out. Our Student LifeGroups are grade and 
gender- based and I believe that this venue is the best 
to challenge, encourage, grow and begin to put into 
practice what Jesus teaches and commands us to be 
doing. If you are interested in LifeGroups, please email 
me or call the office and we can chat a little more 
about LifeGroups. If you are a student, I would 
strongly recommend and encourage you to join and 
become a part of our Student LifeGroups. 

We will also be starting up a Wednesday evening 
ÐÒÏÇÒÁÍ ÃÁÌÌÅÄ Ȱ$ÅÅÐ 7ÁÔÅÒȱ ɉ,ÕËÅ ίȡήɊȢ 4ÈÉÓ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ 
starting up Wednesday evening, September 16th from 7
-8 PM. This will be an evening for Middle and High 
School students to come and participate in a night of 
worship through music, songs, and through the teach-
ing of Scriptures. We would love to see all of you stu-
dents here on Wednesdays and bring all of your friends 
to be a part of this. 

Sunday mornings will also be taking on a different 
look at the beginning of September. We will have a 
Middle School and a High School class that will take 
place during the 10:30 service. We will be hitting on 
different topics and will also have a rotation of teach-
ers for each class. 

We will be starting up our Friday Morning Break-
fast for all students beginning Friday, September 11th, 
from 6:30 ɀ 7:15 AM. We will meet down in the Fellow-
ship Hall again, just like we did last year. If you want to 
help out again with this, as many of you did last year 
(with money donations or making breakfast casse-
roles), please contact me at the church or through 
email. 
/ÎÃÅ ÁÇÁÉÎȟ ) ÃÁÎȭÔ ×ÁÉÔ ÔÏ ÓÅÅ ×ÈÁÔ ÉÓ ÔÏ ÃÏÍÅ ÔÈÉÓ 

year and how our students will move, challenge and be 
challenged and encourage all of us to grow and to be 
more like Jesus this year. 

     Shalom. 

WHAT �ïS GOING  ON WITH  THE YOUTH ?                                                          B Y T IM  FAIR  
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